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On May 10, more than 50,000 inter-city railway workers commenced an indefinite strike in response
to what was described as a collapse in negotiations with Labor Minister Dorotea Werneck. The strike
took place following the conclusion of simultaneous meetings of railway worker union members in
12 cities throughout the country. The union assembly meetings were organized after the national
strike command issued a call May 5 for an indefinite walk-out. Secretary general of the Brazilian
Railway Workers Union for the central region, Walter Abreu Lima, said that the strikers have no
desire to cause inconveniences for railway users, nor to provoke violence. Abreu Lima asserted
that nearly three weeks ago the union attempted to participate in collective bargaining with the
national railway company management, and the Brazilian Urban Transport Company (CBTU).
The workers' principal demand was a 126% wage hike. The national government intervened in
the negotiations by placing Labor Minister Werneck in charge. The talks collapsed this week, said
Abreu Lima, when the minister offered a 40% wage hike. He added that the 40% figure constitute yet
another "provocation" by the government. Abreu Lima said he did not understand how President
Jose Sarney can speak of free negotiations between employers and employees, while simultaneously
interfering in the talks between national railway management and employees. The railway workers'
strike marks the fourth walk-out in 1989. On March 14-15, workers stayed off the job to protest real
wage losses due to the government's anti-inflation program introduced in mid-January. On March
28, another 24-hour work stoppage was organized to demand a six-hour work shift. Then, on April
1, maintenance and repair services were shut down, and workers prevented all trains from leaving
respective stations. The third organized protest ended in violence at Rio de Janeiro's central railway
station, resulting 30 persons injured and extensive damage to railway cars and other equipment.
(Basic data from Notimex, 05/10/89)
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